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STATE OF ALASKA 

GEPLw.TMZNT OF COWERCE AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPXENT 

EZF'0RS THE EOLRD 3F YARIhi P I M T S  

fr. t he  Matter of: j 

Xoberr; K. N e r u s  

Respondect. 

Case No. 1900-35-031 

IO 

C z t f i e r l n e  A .  Reazdan, Director, Division of 

9ccupa-icnal LLcriei?.g :Divisinn!, hereby petitions the Alaska  

S t a t e  Soard cf X a r i n e  Pilots (Boarfi! to summarily suspend Marine 

Pilot License X D .  AA 83 held by Robert K. Xemp (Nerup). 
,- i i..is 7et::im is filed pursuant t o  AS 08.01.075 (c l  , 

AS 08.62.153, and 08.62.155, which provide that the Board may 

suminarily suspend a professional license before a hearing is 

held iE the Soar& f-nds that ":he l i c e n s e e  poses a clear and 

immediate aanger t o  the pLblic health and safety. 'I The DlViSlO?. 

asserts that t5.e facts recited 1:: Khe affidavit of the Marine 

PI l o t  co0r-Ciill:c.L 2: , attached to chis p a t i t i e n ,  demonstrate t h a t  

t h e  contir-ued licexsure of Neru;;, would pose a clear and 

immediate danger t o  t h e  public health and safety. 

COUNT I 

Eu'ercp displayed a lack of requisite knowledge and 

skill ii the perfcrr.ance of the pilotage duties aboard the M/V 

STLF PRINCESS or. J-cm 2 3 ;  1995 by failing to safely navigate tke 
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vesse l  w h i l e  i t  was x d e r  h i s  d i r e c t i o n  a2d control ,  groundins 

the  STAR PRIKCESS ai: Poundstoaa Rock, a charted and well-marks8 

shea;, endangerinp h m a n  l i f e ,  ?roperty,  shipping and t he  marine 

envirm-r..ert. Ee %as chus incompetent i n  h i s  p i l o t a g e  duties i z  

v i o l a t i o n  of AS D 9 . 6 2 . 1 5 0 ( 1 )  as defined by 12 PAC 56.990(2) and 

AS G8.62 .157 .  

c o m  11 
Ir. l98@, t h e  Eoard placed Nerup's s t a t e  marim p i l o t  

l icense or, pro'catiari  f o r  two years, as t h e  r e s u l t  of two marine 

cas;lalcios i l l  EoSarr 5ay, A l a s k a .  Nerup was prohibited from 

piloting vi.ssels :n Alaska fo r  18 months during 1987-1989,  and 

:?e was required tc coapiete additional t r a i n i n g  i n  shiphandl ing 

s k i i l s .  ?jerup's l i c e n s e  was suspended f o r  six months in 

;)ecember, 1 9 9 2 ,  a s  the res3Jlt of a c o l l i s i o n  between two v e s s e l s  

near  Skagway, Alaska. Nerup also was required t o  a t t e n d  

remedial trailzi7.9 i n  shiphandling s k i l l s ,  "rulss of t h e  road ,"  

ar.6 the cperatl3n of radar.  The grounding of t h e  M/V STAR 

PXNC3SS on u'une 2 3 ,  1995, i nd ica t e s  t h a t  Nerup lacks  t h e  

kncv.-lecige, skills, and jcdgment needed t~ safe ly  naviga te  

vesseis .ander h i s  d i r e c t i o n  and control as required by As 

08.62.157; 'ne is thus incompeterat t o  carry out h i s  p i l o t a g e  

duties, ir. vlclarion of AS 08.62.15C(1!. 

?or a l l  of Khese reasons, Robert K .  Nerup's continued 

l i cens ,xe  as a marine pilot i n  t h e  State  of Alaska poses a d e a r  

and i tmediace danger t o  the pub l i c  hea l th  and safety, and his 
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STATZ OF ALASKA 

DEP.XiTM3iT UF COYWLRCE "u ECUNOMlC DEVELUPXEYT 

3EPORZ THE BCARD CC MARINE PILOTS 

In t h e  Msrter of: ! 
I 

no5ert K. mrup  ? 
j 

Respondent. 

Case No. 1300-55-001 
! 

AEFJ.D.AVI-T-OF DANIEL C . TWOHIS. 
I ,  Daniel C. Twohig, do hereby swear and affirm: 

1. 1 6;: t h e  Maine  Pilot Coordinator for the State 

af Alaska. My duties include the investlgation of reported 

v io la t ions  of the Alaska Marine Pilotage A c t .  

2 .  C:: Zune 23. 1 9 9 5 .  at approxanately 0300 I 

rezeived a prime c a l l  from the Vniced States Coast Guard 

inc?icatinl; =ha: a c r u i s e  sk ip ,  the  M/V STAR PRINCESS, had r an  

aground on PounT'stane Rock near Zuneau, Alaska. The Coast ,Guard 

offered t o  zilcw r e  to accom?any the investigatcrs resp0ndir.g tc 

Auke Yay, where tk:e ship  was on its way to anchor. 

3 .  A: the time cf my arrival on t h e  STAR PRINCESS .in 

Auke Bay ia?prcxinatel-f 03301, the vessel was anchored, and in 

a state of progressive flocding. I learned that the two etate- 

licefrseci ra-rine ?ilots aboard the -Jessel were Ronald Kutz (Kutz) 

and Robert I(. NerLp (Nerup) . Kutz had stood the ea r l i e r  watch: 

he was relieved by Nerup a'; approximately 0045 and left the 

bridge. At -,hat time, tb-e ship was completing a turn ir! Lynn 
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‘Gna2 ( t h i s  was a d d a y i n g  maneuver, desigmd t o  allow the 

vessel to arrive at Junes.2 on schedule). 

C .  i’pcr, my arrival or. the brldge of th6 vessel, I 

l e d ~ i x d  that Ncrup ha5 beer- at “the coim” of the  STAR PRINCESS 

st t t e  LLne of the grour6ir.g on Pxndstone Rock. 

5 .  I direct96 both pilots to provide breath znd 

uviia s?ecimsr.s 5c.r a x l y s i s  for the presence of alcohol or  

controlled sdbstarces. Both p i l o t s  conplied w i t n  t h i s  

d i r e c t i v e :  the resLlts of the tests for alcohol were negative, 

the results c f  the cor.trclied subs taces  test6 have not y e t  been 

received. 

6 .  33sed upcn my Freliminary investigation of this 

grGQndirq, I have deterzined that the STAR PIilNCESS was 

soutkboxxl e::rcur;e Jucear from Skagway at approxinately 0114. 

The weat?;er at t h e  time was p o d ;  seas were caim and v i s i b i l i t y  

was c;c:-O. The 

ship was 5r.terir.g the passage between Poundstone Rock and 

Sentinal Island. This passage is over one-half mile wide. 

Pound~tona ROCK 1 s  c l e z r l y  marked by a lighted bti;ojr with the 

characteristic of group flashins “2 plus 1 Red”. This 

characteristic :r.di=ates that  the preferred channel is to the 

west of the  Si;oy-. The STL? PRINCESS was proceeein? to the east 

of t h e  bucy, a c c i l r ~ e  c3mmonly taken by cruise ship t r a f f i c  i n  

this area. 

A I L  aids co navigation ir; the area were v i s i b l e .  

AFPIEAVIT ZF D L V I f L  C T W I ~ H I O  Page 2 
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5 .  A t  t h i s  sane time, the M/V FA12 PRINCESS was 

prweed lns  x o r t i t o u n l  f r o m  J-neau and e n t e r h g  the passage 

ke:werr, Pouzdstone Rock and S t n z i n a l  Island from t h e  sscth. The 

FAIR PRINCZSS was under t.he direct-ion o f  state-licensed marine 

p i l o t  K e i t h  Douglas. There were 110 ccmmunicaticns between the 

twc meeting shirs ,  and no ?assing arrangements were made for 

mee.ri2g i n  the ci?a?.rel. 

8 .  Three fixes were plotted on the ship's.chart by 

the mates on wazc5 in the minutes prior t o  the grounding. P. 

line Irawr. fro-. the second fix to the third, and extended 

towards the passag? between Poundstone Rock and Sentical rsiand, 

indic3te.s the extendeb track's clcse proximity to Poundstone 

R o c k .  N e r ' q  did  r o t  dire'z: t h e  ship's crew to advise him of the 

fixes zhey ~ o c k .  LOT' a i d  he himself look at t h e  ship's chart to 

see t he  l o c a t i o ~  3f these plotted fixes. 

9. Eefore enterizg the  passage berween Poundstone 

b c k  and Senz ina l  Island, Captab1 Nerup hzd set the  bow radar's 

e i e c t r c n i c  bear ins  l i n e  on 1:6 itgrees true.. T h i s  action was 

designed ;c prcviie a t'im bearing caff of chr Pomdstone Rock 

buoy t3 th? s k i p ' s  next course of 156. The Epper left-hand 

corner of t h e  skip's chart contaics the fo1lowir.g standard 

warning in red: 'The prudent mariner will nor; rely solely 011 

any single  aid to navigation, particularly on floatlng aide." 

10. 70 enter t h e  passage between Poundstone Rock and 

Sentinai isla!'.3, ?:enlp or,3ered a t u r n  to a new course of 156 

Page 3 AFFIDAVIT OF DAKIEL C. T6OHIG 
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degreen Lrue, anc5 m o - ~ d  r.n the forward cecterline of t h e  ship to 

observe Lhe paSSii?g of the FAIR PRINCESS. Captain Nerup did not 

look at the radar  a.;ain m t i l  a f t e r  the grounding, nor did he 

d i r e c t  t h e  ship's crew to  provide any navigational information 

to him regardi-g t h e  ship's position while approaching or 

passing PoundsLone Rock. 

11. 

- 

Ff3m his positiop on the centerline of t h e  ship, 

arid using oziy - i i sual  estimates, Nerug arderec' a change in 

course tc i53 degrees t r J e .  This course was hele  until the  time 

of the groi;r.a:ng. The stsrboard side of the STAR PRINCESS'S 

keel s-ruck F.onr.ds:c-.e ?..ock, tearing a t  least twc holes in the 

.Jessel's double bCttGmS. An uEknown quantity of f u e l  and s t e r n  

tube  o i l  was spilled into Lynn Canal. The ship s lowly  

proceeded, x a e r  its own power, to anchor in Auke Bay to assess 

t he  damage a?.$ evacuate the 2assengers.  

. .  

12. ?*:.!e >l/V STILP PgINCESS is a 53,COO gross-ton 

passenger -:esse1 ~f l i b ? r i a n  registry. At t h e  time of the 

grounding :t was carrying mare rhan 1,500 passengers and 633 

crew r,:e~irs, an;? aggrcx!sar,ely 400, O O C  gallons of fuel. The 

s5ip is n3w ir .  a shipyarc ir Portland; Oregon. Repairs to the 

STAR PRIN.ZESS arc expected to t ake  at l e a s t  a month, and to Cost 

over $20 millicn. 

13. :he m i t e d  s t a t e s  C o a s t  Guard Cutizer t h e  WOOERUSW 

checkefc the sosition ~f t.he 2,oundstole Rock lighted buoy on t h e  

morninq of Juris 2 3 ,  1955, approximately 10 hours after the 

AFPIEAVIT OF DAULEL C. TWOHIG Page 4 



gr0undir.g. Thc b e s t  Guard found that the buoy w a s  'lor: station" 

!within i:s aesigned positioninc tolerance of 15G ya rds ) .  

~ 

- 
14. Th2 saie channel between Poundstone Rock and 

S e n t h a l  I s l and  has a deprh i n  excess of 80 fathoms. Nerup did. 

not check t h e  echo sowider a t  any time approaching cr  d,jri3? the  

transit of t h e  chanra:. At the t i m e  of t h e  last fix taken by 

the ship's crew before t he  groucding, the ship was c ross ing  the  

50 fathom mrve .  and moving i n t o  shallower water.  

15. Civisionrecords i n d i c a t e  t h a t  Robert K .  Nerlip is 

c.Jrrently l ice?-sed as an Alaska Marine P i l o t  i n  the  Scutheast 

A l a s k a  Pilotace Z e g i m  (Region 1); he hold5 License N o .  AA 83. 

T h i s  l i c e n s e  w a s  zirsc issued. on December 9. 1980, and is &;e t o  

expi re  on 2ee-Zxber 3:, 1396. 

.. 

16. O n  Navenber 2 ,  1 9 8 5 ,  t h e  h a r d  approved a 

s t i p d a t i o n  negotiated by Nerup, through counsel.  The 

stipula:ioii e-det a license a c t i o n  based upon the collision cf 

a ship ;Inder Nerup's p i l a t a q e  i the M/V DOGA) with a s t a t i o n a r y  

log boom i n  iid?arc Bay, Alaska in March of 1987,  and t he  

grolznding of axc ther  vessel under Ncmp's pilotage ( the M/V 

TaNIER) ir, Kobsrt 9ay in April of 1987. As a result of t h e  

stipulation, Nerup agreed zo "nst function as a marine pilot i n  

tho  waters of t he  S t a t e  of Alaska during the per iod  Cccober 1, 

1 9 5 7 ,  throLsh Kay 2 9 ,  1988, and during t h e  per:od from October 

15, 1 9 8 8  thrcxgh May 15, 1989." Nerup's 6tate marine p i l o t  

l i c e n s e  'ria6 placed "cn projazion" from October 1, 1987, through 

AFFI3AVIT CS T~TQIIB?, C. TW3XiG Page 5 
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SeGLerber 3 3 ,  1589. Xe was alro required tu obser've f o u r  

ciockings and four  undockings at Hobart say performed by o the r  

iicemee marfrre pi io:s .  

i 
I 

17. On 3czember 2 ;  1951, the Board approved a i 
- 

Se:tlem.ent P-peenent n q o r i a t c d  by " U p ,  through counsel. This 

agreemerit settle3 a 1L:erise a c t i s i  pending against Nerup as a 

r e s u l z  of a c g l l i s i = . n  between the N/V ISLAND PRINCESS, under 

iiezup' E pilotage, w l t h  another cruise ship, the M/V PSGEXT SEA, 

necr Skagway, A l a s k a  cn May 2 7 ,  1991. Thls collision cacsed 

damage to bath \rhsscls,  and ir:juries to passengers. As a r e s u l t  

o€ the agreezent, ::$?xp's s t a t e  marine p i lo t  l i c e n s e  was 

susperided f ~ r  B ?er iod cf sLx months, Nerup was also required 

t o  sccre=;sf..:Il.y r m p l e t e  i one-day U.S. Coast Guard approired 

radar  operstor  schoo;, a twc-week shiphandiing and naviga t i s r i  

cauzse, a26 a 5,>-qu4stion " r l i e s  of the road" examination. 

Serup was alsa Flaced oc. prcbat ion f o r  one year. 

18. I:e*up is a meniber C €  the Southeast A l a s k a  P i l o t s  

Asa'xiation iSEA,;?A:. Nerup has i n d i c a t e d  that he w i l l  cot  

remave  hir .self  :TOT. eligibility for dispatch as a marbe pi lot  

f o r  any pericci 6uxinq the continuing i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  the 

grou2dir.g of the STXi P3INCESS. Until t h e  Board acts  on this 

pecitiQ2 f o r  suxnary snspensicc,  Nerup remains el-gible €0: 

dispatch by SZWA as a state marine pilot abcard vessels of any 

tonnage within :he ccmpulsary pi;otage waters of the stat= h 

Region i. 
Page 6 AFFIDAVIT CF DRYI€L C. T W t i i ? G  
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FRX NO. 5374$552970 P. 33/05 
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1 4 .  Ezsed upon ny preliminary invostigativn, and in 

r y  professional judgeaent as Eiar ine  pilot Coordinator  f o r  Ehe 

Stace of Alaska, Sobert X. Nerup's actionn -.board tho E T A R  

PRTNCESS on ;me 2 3 ,  199.5 displayed a Lack of requisite 

knowledge and s k i l l  i n  p i l a a g e  duties. He exercised hi= 

pilotage duties aboard the STAR PRINCESS i n  a manner which 

endangered l i f e ,  property, and the marine environnent. Robert 

Nerup's continue? iicensure as a narinc pilot poses a clear a d  

immediate danger TO tne pubLic health and sa.€rty.  

k'urcher affianc 3 

SVEStRSB5.S and SWVR!! to before me this 5th day Ol 



STATE OF ALASKA 

DEPARTMCNT OF COMMERCE AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

BEFORE THE BOARD OF MAXINE PnoTs 
n me MaMr at: ) 

I 
Robert K. H ~ D .  ) 

Respondem. ) 
1 - 

:BSC NO. 1309-96*001~ 

DELEGATION TO HEARING OfflC€R 

On July 6, 1995. a a meeting convened to consider S peaaon fer 

bumwary suspension in the 8bOv"ted case, Ihe Board O f  Marine Pilots 

idopted it mogan to amotnt a Department el commerce & Ecar@tnIc 
3evelopmen: hearlng cfticer t o  conduct me hearing In rhk matter sltring alone in 

ICCDrdPnce With AS 08.07.0761~) and AS44.62.450b). 
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MEMORANDUM 

9/6/96 

To: Leon 2. Katcharian, NTSB, Marine Division 

From: 

Subject; 

Pctc Clubtensen, Marine Pilot Coordinator 

Robert K. "Up, Alaska Matine Pilot, Liccnse No. SL-83 

This is in reply to your faxed inquiry regarding h e  status of Captain Nenip's license. 

On July 5,1996, following the punding of thc M N  STAR PRINCESS, Captain Nerup's 
Alaska Marine Pilot license -was summarily suspended. 

On September 29,1996, the Division o f  Ocapasional Licensing filed an Accusation sccking the 
revocation of Captain Nmp's state marine pilot license. On April 1,1996 Captain Nerup 
entered into a Settlement Agteemmt with the divisiorr with ww subsequently adopted by the 
Board of Marine Pilots. In the settlement agreement the pdrrties agced as follows: 

AA 83, initially issued to him on December 9,1980. 
1. Captain Nenrp agrees to voluntarily " d e r  the state marine pilot liccnse, No 

2. Captain Nentp acknowledges that, following the surrendcr of his limse, he may no 

3. Captain Nerup agrees that he will never again apply for a marine pilot license of any 

4. The Division agrees to dismiss, with prejudice, all license disciplinary proceedings 

longer work as a state-licensed marine pilot anywhere in the state of Alaska. 

sort issued by the Stok of &!-a. 

arising hom the grounding of the MN STAR PRINCESS on June 23,1995. 

I hope thc informatian above is helpful. If1 can be of any furthcr service please don't hesitate to 
contact me at (907) 465-2548. 


